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Develop and
validate new
instruments

GMES

demonstrate
new instruments

LIFE+
Interreg IV C

Implementation rules
(incl. EO services

as one instrument)

GMES - Policy Life Cycle

New GMES Funding Opportunities

EU Policies & Directives
“spatially explicit monitoring”



3GMES Land User Meeting, Madrid, October 22nd – 23rd,  2007

New GMES Funding Opportunities

Funding Opportunities

• LIFE+ (DG Environment)

• Interreg IV C (DG Regional Policies)

- Small to medium size projects, typically 1 user
- Opportunity to test services without commitment

- Collaboration of European regions

- Policy commitment for long term application require d

- Allocation of own funding lines necessary
- Opportunity to finance implementation of Services

New EC funding opportunities for GMES relevant
projects on regional and local level:
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New GMES Funding Opportunities

LIFE+

L’Instrument Financier pour l’Environement, 

(DG Environment)
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New GMES Funding Opportunities

LIFE+

EC’s financial instrument to fund environmental and 
nature conservation projects provides support for:

• Implementing and developing EC’s environmental policy
and legislation

• Activities related to EC’s 6th Environment Action Plan
(nature and biodiversity protection )
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Innovative or demonstrative Projects contributing
to development and implementation of:

- EU’s Environmental Policy

- technologies, methods and instruments
for monitoring the state of environment

New GMES Funding Opportunities

3)  LIFE+ Environment Policy and Governance 

LIFE+   Main topics

1) LIFE+ Nature and Biodiversity

2) LIFE+ Information and Communication
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New GMES Funding Opportunities

LIFE+   Main topics
3) Priorities of Environment Policy and Governance:

• Climate change (favoured)

© geoland / University of Gießen

• Soil
• Water
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• Urban environment
• Forests

• Waste and natural resources

geoland

• Environment and health
• Air, Chemicals and Noise

• Innovation and strategic approaches
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New GMES Funding Opportunities

LIFE+

LIFE+ specifications

• Duration: 7 years (2007-2013)
• Call Frequency : 1 call per year
• Budget: 2.143 Billion € total, 1. Call (2007): 187 Million €
• Funding Rate : 50% (up to 75% for priority species / habitats)
• Project period: 2 – 5 years
• Average project budget: 1 Million €
• Eligible Applicants : public authorities , international 

organizations, private companies
• Trans-national, large and ambitious projects dealing

with Climate Change are favoured
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New GMES Funding Opportunities

LIFE+

LIFE+ award criteria:

• Contribution to general LIFE+ objectives (25 points max)

• European added value (25 max)

• Technical and financial coherence and quality (15 + 15 max)

• Complementarity and optimal use of EC funding (10 max)

• Trans-national character (5 max)

• National added value according to national authority (5 max)
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New GMES Funding Opportunities

LIFE+
LIFE+ 1st Call Calendar

• 28.09.07: 1st call for proposals opened

• 30.11.07 : Closing of 1st call: Submission
of proposal to national authority

•

• 15.01.08: Submission of proposal to Commission

• 16.02.08 – 30.04.08: Evaluation of selection and award criteria

• 01.05.08 – 15.07.08 Revision of project proposals

• 01.01.2009: Earliest possible project starting date
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New GMES Funding Opportunities

INTERREG IV C

Interregional Cooperation Programme

(DG Regional Policies)
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New GMES Funding Opportunities

Interreg IV C

Objectives of Interreg IV C

• Improvement of the effectiveness
of regional development policies

• Contributing to EC`s strategy for economic modernisation 
and growth and increased competitiveness

• Interregional cooperation : exchange of experiences
• Good practices shall be spread throughout Europe

• Addressing regional and local authorities : supporting 
cooperation between regions and responsibility leve ls
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New GMES Funding Opportunities

Interreg IV C

Interreg IV C specifications

• Themes related to Lisbon and Gothenburg agendas
• Contributing to Regions for Economic Change (RFEC)
• Financed by European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)
• Project Budget: 302 million € total
• Funding rates: 75 – 85%
• Duration: 7 years (2007 - 2013)
• Eligible organizations: regional and local authorities only!
• Integrated projects covering more than one theme favoured
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New GMES Funding Opportunities

Interreg IV C   T hemes

1) Innovation and Knowledge Economy

• Innovation, research and technological development

• Entrepreneurship and SMEs

• Information society

• Employment, human capital and education
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New GMES Funding Opportunities

2) Environment and Risk Prevention

Interreg IV C   T hemes

• Natural and technological risks
(incl. climate change)

• Water and waste management

• Biodiversity and preservation
of natural heritage
(incl. air quality)

• Cultural heritage and landscape

• Energy and
sustainable transport
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New GMES Funding Opportunities

Interreg IV C   Project Types

1) Regional Initiative Projects: 

• Working together on a shared regional policy issue within
thematic priorities to improve effectiveness

• Exchange of experiences and development of  
new applications

• Creation of benefit through interregional cooperation
• Project Budget: 500,000 € - 5 million €

• Duration: 3 – 4 years

• Number of partners: > 3
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New GMES Funding Opportunities

2) Capitalisation Projects incl. Fast Track Project s:

• Interregional cooperation: transfer of
already existing regional good practices into 
mainstream Structural Funds Programmes

• Value of good practice demonstrated before

• Budget: 300,000 € to 3 million €

• Duration: up to 2 years
• Number of Partners: 6 – 10 countries

• Result: concrete action plans for participating regions

Interreg IV C   Project Types
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New GMES Funding Opportunities

2) Fast Track Projects

• Commission supporting networks with
project themes of special interest

• Strong involvement : additional assistance and expertise
at Commission`s costs => EC coordinates projects

• Political commitment for long term implementation
of operational services necessary

• Allocation of own procurement budget line

Interreg IV C   Project Types
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New GMES Funding Opportunities

2) Thirty Fast Track Project Themes:

• Managing coastal zones

• Reaping benefits of the sea

• Improving air quality

• Moving to a low carbon economy

• Improving monitoring of environment
and security by and for regions

• etc.

Interreg IV C   Project Types
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New GMES Funding Opportunities

Interreg IV C

Interreg IV C 1st Call Calendar:

• 21.09.07: 1st Call for proposals opened

• 15.01.08: Closing of 1st Call

• May / June 2008 (?): First approval decisions on proje cts

• No further information up to now!
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New GMES Funding Opportunities

Summary

New EC funding opportunities for GMES relevant
projects on regional and local level:

• LIFE+ (DG Environment)

• Interreg IV C (DG Regional Policies)

- Small to medium size projects, typically 1 user
- Opportunity to test services without commitment

- Collaboration of European regions

- Policy commitment for long term application require d

- Allocation of own funding lines necessary
- Opportunity to finance implementation of Services
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New GMES Funding Opportunities

For more Information

LIFE +

• http://www.ec.europa.eu/environment/life/

Interreg IV C

• http:// www.interreg4c.net

• http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperation/interregional/
ecochange/index_en.cfm
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New GMES Funding Opportunities

Thank you for your attention!

Dr. Stefan Knabe
Infoterra GmbH 
Claude-Dornier-Strasse
D-88090 Immenstaad
Germany
T: +49 (0)7545 8 3177 
stefan.knabe@infoterra-global.com
http://www.infoterra.de


